
Architecture is about public space 
held by buildings. 
Richard Rogers

Architecture at its core has the ability to record 
social, cultural and technological advances in 
human society. In many ways it is a reflection of 
all that is human. Historically when assessing the 
success of any part of our past we seek answers 
from the arts and architecture. 

In a legislative era where rapid superficial and 
economically driven responses to urbanisation 
have overtaken all else, this raises the question,  
how does our current architecture reflect our other 
values?

Much development has occurred in regard to 
technologies and construction methodologies 
in order to decrease the construction time-line, 
however this has come at a cost to spatial quality 
and ambition.  It is now clear that we need to also 
challenge the way we design and perceive space in 
order to be able to better respond to future needs 

more appropriately.  At present there is no notion 
of the future, the stifled way in which legislation, 
construction, development and economical 
parameters dictate architectural responses kills all 
speculation. Buildings barely respond to current 
needs let alone the future, Perhaps what is needed 
is a new strategy which predicts future context and  
responds to this? 

Data analytics at present seems to control 
all aspects of life, its integration into design 
methodologies is vital if we are to be able to 
respond to current and future requirements. Our 
understanding and pattern recognition of an 
ever changing dynamic set of urban parameters 
is critical to creating timeless architecture. Data 
and mapping can go beyond the rather simplistic 
current models that seem to only cover the  
economics, they can begin to indicate a whole 
range of new activities across our cities, from 
tourism to heritage which allows us to create a 
better understanding of how cities function.

The lack of this has led to homogeneous responses 
to the built environment, with “different coloured 
boxes”  or simple extrusions of red-line boundaries 
Taking over our cities.  We have become too afraid 
to speculate and project as there seems to be little 
room in today world for such dreams and luxuries.
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Unit 99 will look to challenge singular functions 
of high rise buildings, looking at data where 
available we will speculate on future environments 
/parameters which allows us to take and make 
informed decision about architecture today.  

We will start by looking at the high rise typology.
A relatively new addition to the urban landscape 
which has become synonymous with the 
contemporary city, providing solution for office, 
housing and a number of other needs across the 
globe within a relatively efficient footprint. Our main 
aim here is to challenge their mono functionality.

How ever with the onset of COVID 19 questions 
have been raised in regards to the dormant 
city centre these high rise generate, numerous 
competition announced over the summer seek to 
understand the future of such developments in the 
context of the city.
 
Our proposals will seek to generate complex 
spatial environments of the future, looking at 
social cultural and technological changes and 
developments as the basis for our proposals. 
Current data collection and forensic understanding 
of urban growth and pattern will be an integral part 
of our process. 

CONTEXT
We will start this year by looking at the Lloyd’s 
building in London.

With the retirement of Richard Rogers this seems 
the best opportunity to revisit this great building to 
understand its context and how it become an icon 
of the city.

We will look at an Understand the underlying 
principles of it, the inside out building, the 
efficiencies this strategy offers and the many 
different parts of its unique design that enable it to 
take shape.

The aim here is to Understand fundamentals of 
the high rise typology and to be able to abstract 
aspects to regenerate new and interesting ideas in 
regards to its future within the city.

We will look at and understand, Structure, 
Organisation, Core, Services and all other elements 
and begin to put forward ideas which challenge the 
normative approach to this.

Once understood we will begin to apply our 
proposals to unique settings and context across the 
world. 
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Omid studied for his architectural degree at the 
University of Greenwich before moving to the 
Architectural Association to complete his diploma 
and masters degree. For his masters he specialised 
in emergent technologies and design and was the 
digital coordinator for the AA canopy which was 
constructed on the schools terrace.

While studying he spent a year working at Allies 
and Morrison where he became part of the London 
2012 Olympics masterplanning team.

On completing his masters Omid took up a position 
at Foster and Partners as a specialist modeller 
within Design Group 4. He contributed to numerous 
schemes including a retail park in Bratislava, 
a mixed used development in Santa Guilia, 
Italy, commercial offices in Morocco and hotel 
developments in Italy and Libya.

In 2008 he joined Hamiltons Architects where 
he established an advanced modelling group, 
specialising in computational processes and 
incorporating them into the practice’s design 
structure. He later became a group leader, applying 
his expertise in the field of parametric modelling 
analysis to a number of projects including the Tree 
of Life, a high end residential development in the 
UAE; Amby Valley, a mixed use development in 
India; and numerous commercial projects in the 
City of London.

In 2009 he joined Make architects, initially to work 
on Cherry Orchard Road, a 1 million sqft mixed 
use scheme which aims to transform the area 
surrounding East Croydon Station into a vibrant 
new civic focal point. He also contributed to the 
design of a marine conservation resort located off 
the coast of Dubai. The 40-acre floating archipelago 
will become an aquatic research centre, eco park 
and leisure resort which will be connected to 
the mainland via an underwater rail system. He 
later became a key member of the design team 
working on two new research institutions at Oxford 
University’s Old Road Campus, which sits alongside 
Make’s existing research building which was 
completed in 2007.

Omid joined Skidmore Owings and Merrill’s London 
office in 2010 to work on the Stratford Heights for 
Manhattan loft Corporation, a unique residential 

Team

scheme near the Olympic park in Stratford which 
achieved planning prior to the Olympics. In addition 
he also contributed to a number of international 
projects, including the design of a hotel resort in 
Egypt and a residential tower situated near canary 
wharf in London.

Omid established Kamvari Architects in 2011, 
an architectural firm continuing his research 
and interest in contemporary cities, advanced 
computation and manufacturing and its effect on 
the design process. 

His work at Kamvari Architects, and through the 
Architectural Association’s Tehran, Baku, and 
Muscat visiting schools, builds on this new spirit. 
Looking at issues of urbanism as opportunities 
rather than problems allows us to engage with the 
city and its community in a different way. Projects 
such as G Housing and Modular Urban Furniture 
(MUF), for example, present contemporary versions 
of the vernacular that exploit previously overlooked 
spaces. 

This over the passed few years has resulted in 
numerous competition wins and accolades which 
has established the firm as an up and coming 
forward thinking design firm within the industry. 
In addition to his work at Kamvari Architects, Omid 
is Senior Lecturer at the university of Brighton and 
Nottingham, where his current research looks into 
growing cities from sustainable timber construction.  
He has also been the programme Director of the 
Architectural Association’s Tehran, Muscat and Baku 
visiting schools, aimed at investigating architecture 
and urbanism in the Middle East.

 KA’s work has been exhibited and published 
widely, Omid in 2007 he co-edited an edition of MA 
magazine entitled Performance Oriented Design.

www.kamvariarchitects.com





Dhruv Gulabchande
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Associate Director and Architect at HFM Architects 
and Director at Narrative Practice.
 
Dhruv Gulabchande is a registered Architect based 
in London, UK. With seven years of professional 
practice experience, he is now an Associate Director 
and Architect at HFM Architects, leading multiple 
design-led projects within the retail sector. Each 
commission begins with a narrative construct and 
influences his design work. He also leads Narrative 
Practice, an architectural mentoring, design and 
research platform with the stance that all spatial 
form is composed of social narrative. The studio 
aims to engage in architectural discourse through 
Chai Talks, provides worldwide complimentary 
tutoring through the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
and his current body of research work is based 
around providing new residential housing to infill 
sites within Victorian era terraced housing in South 
London.





Kerry Dickinson
BA(Hons) AAdip,  ARB
 
Kerry joined Stitch in 2016 after completing her 
Part II at the Architectural Association where her 
academic work focused on future housing solutions 
which respond to changing living trends and 
needs. Kerry has previous experience in a range of 
mixed-use and residential schemes in the UK and 
Middle East, after spending 18 months at Kamvari 
Architects.

During her time at Stitch, Kerry has worked on 
a variety of bids and feasibility studies, ranging 
from 6-500 units; but the main focus of her work 
has been on a range of infill sites for Croydon 
Council’s Brick x Brick Small Sites Programme. This 
has included working as the primary architectural 
assistant and project coordinator for 2 individual 
sites ranging from 11-19 units, each with their own 
restrictions, and highlights. She has followed these 
projects through their planning applications and 
technical design.





Exercise 01
Omid Kamvari + Kerry Dickinson + Dhruv 
Gulabchande 

High Tech

We will start the year by looking at a number 
Richard Rogers projects and the high tech 
movement.

We will visit some of these building to understand 
the rational, we observe, draw and analyse the 
tangibles but more importunately their intangibles.
 
We will isolate Elements and details to build upon, 
extracting logic both in terms of the Macro and 
Micro idea.

Exercise 02
Omid Kamvari + Accucities

Analysis And Data

City models data overlays
3D Model of London in UE4 app can be overlay with 
almost any open source, private or commercial 
datasets.

We will be collaborating with Accucities a new 
digital platfrom with detailed digital models of 
London and other cities, we will use other data 
sources, to further enrich the maps and generate 
new and interesting ways of looking at the city.

We will look at the work of 300,00 m2 a Barcelona 
based collective which maps the city in very 
interesting ways, looking at cell coverage to 
nocturnal activities.

We will use these technique to better understand 
the fundamental of the city and to develop 
proposal which are contextually appropriate and 
based on data.



Exercise 03
Omid Kamvari + Dhruv Gulabchande 

Narrative

We will work on way of narrating our projects, using 
and referring to historical means of describing 
events and human relationship more than 
geometry and space.

Architecture comes to life only when it is used.

Here you will be taught the skills necessary to 
visualise space in a different way, looking at artist 
work where activity is Photoshop out we will 
understand the value of our end user and what 
they contribute to Architecture.

The workshop will help in developing strategies for 
creating narrative which sets our projects apart 
from normative approaches.

Exercise 04
Omid Kamvari + Kerry Dickinson

Housing

We will look at post second world war housing and 
the interesting ideas and ideals they brought to the 
city. 

Houses in the sky and intense connection to the city 
and the ability to envisage and imagine a new way 
of occupying our cities will form the foundations of 
projects moving forward.

We will understand how architects such as the 
Smithsons developed strategies and positions for 
urban occupation and use these as platforms to 
update current approaches towards high rises 
within cities.



https://www.narpr.co/



https://www.ribaj.com/intelligence/rethink-2025-competition-longlist


