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Project Overview:

Urban Hiker and Destination Hippodrome

The Urban Hiker scheme is a series of elevated walkways 
starting at Brighton Station and reaching Brighton 
Hippodrome, where visitors enter the building and travel 
along an immersive walkway, discovering historic parts 
of the building. Finally the will enter onto the roof of the 
building with stunning views back across the city and out 
to the sea and the famous Brighton Pier.
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 Site:
 BRIGHTON HIPPODROME   



8

1966 - Re-opens as a 
Film and Television Studio

2020 - Disused 
Awaiting Planning 

2007 - Out of Use 

1901 - “The Hippodrome” Circus 

1910 - Sold to the 
Variety Theatres Controlling 

Company (VTCC)

1928/32 - Became part of
Moss Empires

1967 - Converted to a 
Mecca Bingo Hall

2006 - Bingo Hall closes

History of Use

1964 - Theatre closes

1897 - 1900
 ‘Real Ice Skating Rink’

1902 - Variety Theatre

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Hippodrome [Accessed 26/01/2020]
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Brighton Hippodrome was initially built as an indoor ice-skating rink in 1897, however 
the past time did not grow in popularity. Therefore, in 1900 the owner, Thomas 
Barrasford, decided to adapt the building and work started to change it into a Circus. 
A year later the circus opened but also was a failed venture and closed after only 
operating for a year. In 1902 the Hippodrome was opened as a variety theatre and it 
is this era that it is famous for. For 62 years the theatre entertained locals and those 
visiting Brighton, which was growing onto a tourist destination. 

Over the years many famous names played at the Hippodrome, such as Max Miller 
– known as Brighton’s “Cheeky Chappie” – Harry Houdini, Gracie Fields, and Laurel 
and Hardy. The theatre changed ownership in 1928/1930 and was run by Moss 
Empires. This meant it became part of a chain of theatres, and bookings were through 
a centralised agency in London. This meant that more touring acts and larger names 
came to Brighton and there were fewer local acts. Perhaps most notable in 1963 The 
Beatles performed at the Hippodrome and the following year The Rolling Stones also 
came to Brighton. However, these big names could not save the Hippodrome from the 
decline of the variety theatre and it closed shortly after, in November 1964. 

In 1966 it re-opened for only a year as a Film and Television studio, before being 
converted into a Bingo Hall in 1967. Mecca Bingo owned and operated the Hippodrome 
for 39 years and in 2007 the building closed permanently. 

1890s skating fashion

http://skateguard1.blogspot.
com/2016/06/a-century-of-figure-
skating-fashion_23.html

HISTORY OVERVIEW
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Over the last 13 years there have been a couple of proposals for the Hippodrome, the 
most successful being an 8-screen cinema run by Vue. Despite being approved by the 
council the scheme never went ahead.  AMG bought the building and for a period of 
time were considering partnering with Live Nation to restore it to a concert venue. Due 
to the high cost of restoration and soundproofing that would be needed this proposal 
also fell through. Currently the building has been purchased by a private buyer. 

The community also have a strong impact on the future of the building, having protested 
over the cinema proposal and being able to confirm that the building must be restored 
and used for the same activities as it was historically. 

Vue Cinema Proposal 

https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/11344869.historic-brighton-hippodrome-is-
set-to-become-a-eight-screen-cinema-complex-following-city-council-planners-
approval/#gallery0
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1910 

1928/32 

1897 - 1900

1902 

1966 

2020 - Disused 

2007 

1967

2006

History - Circus

1964 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Hippodrome [Accessed 26/01/2020]

1901 - “The Hippodrome” Circus 
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Circus Acts

During its time as a circus the performances included elephants and other 
animals as attractions, and had to have a special entrance for them. The 
traditions of the circus continued at the Hippodrome during its time as a 
theatre, in the 1950s when the theatre was owned by Moss Empires and 
featured more touring acts, the circus returned to Brighton. It featured acts 
such as juggling seals, trained pigeons, acrobats and more. 

Two extracts from programmes showing listing for circus acts at the Hippodrome: 
Left (c 1951), Right (c.1930/42)

Photographs of Brighton Hippodrome Programmes, from The Keep Archives, Brighton
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History - Variety Theatre

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Hippodrome [Accessed 26/01/2020]

1897 - 1900

1966 

2020 - Disused 

2007 

1967

2006

1901

1902 - Variety Theatre

1910 - Sold to the 
Variety Theatres Controlling 

Company (VTCC)

1928/32 - Became part of
Moss Empires

1964 - Theatre closes

1910 Interior
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Theatre Acts

From February to June 1929 films were shown at the Hippodrome on Sundays 
(at the time only cinemas, and not theatres could open on a Sunday), due to a 
fire at the Regent Theatre which put it temporarily out of operation. 

The theatre opened in 1902 and was initially owned by Thomas Barrasford but 
in 1910 Walter de Frece bought the theatre. Walter, with his business partner Sir 
Alfred Butt owned the Variety Theatres Controlling Company (VTCC) and so The 
Brighton Hippodrome became part of the Music Hall business. 
During this time the manager of the Hippodrome was Billy Boardman who’s 
Autobiography ‘Vaudeville Days’ was published in 1935 (and can be accessed 
at The Keep, Brighton), Billy ran the building for the entirety of its time as a 
theatre.

The musical director - Sydney Sharp - was appointed just before World War 
Two and was the youngest ever musical director at the time he joined the 
Hippodrome. He ran the Hippodrome Orchestra for 25 years. 
Throughout it’s time as a theatre the Hippodrome Orchestra performed at almost 
every performance, and are listed in the programmes as performing the overture 
every night, even sometimes with touring shows.

The theatre was opened to cater to families ans so had two evening performance 
times, one at 6.15 pm and another at 8.30. The ‘twice nightly’ performances 
continued even when the theatre changed ownership.
After the war more musicals, concerts and one off performances were shown 
at the theatre due to it becoming part of Moss Empires. Moss Empire was the 
largest UK variety chain, and included theatres such as the London Palladium. 
However, this meant that bookings became centralised though their London 
offices, resulting in more touring shows appearing at the Hippodrome as 
opposed to more local acts that catered to the Brighton audience.

Many theatre acts performed during the Hippodrome’s time as a variety 
theatre, including names such as Laurence Olivier, Max Miller, Laurel and Hardy, 
and French actress Sarah Bernhardt; and Charlie Chaplin even had his first 
performance here.
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Many theatre acts performed during the Hippodrome’s time as a variety 
theatre, including names such as Laurence Olivier, Max Miller, Laurel and Hardy, 
and French actress Sarah Bernhardt; and Charlie Chaplin even had his first 
performance here.
Other acts included conjoined twins Daisy and Violet Hilton, and other local 
artists such as Brighton-born Max Miller. However after 1928/32 when the 
theatre changed ownership and became part of Moss Empires less local acts 
appeared at the Brighton Hippodrome. 

On Sunday 2nd June 1963 the Headline act at the Hippodrome was Roy Orbison 
accompanied by The Beatles, and Gerry and the Pacemakers. The following year 
in October the Rolling Stones also played the Hippodrome. 
However these were to be some of the last acts to play in the Hippodrome’s in 
prosperous time as a Variety Theatre, in1964 once ‘The Frog Prince’ panto came 
to an end in November the Theatre sadly closed. 

Pantomime performance of Sleeping Beauty c. 1954

http://www.ourhippodrome.org.uk/memory/index.html [Accessed 05/02/2020]
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Photographs of Brighton Hippodrome Programmes, from The Keep Archives, Brighton

Theatre Programmes

The Hippodrome Brighton - Programmes showing the acts 
playing at the theatre c. 1930-1952. The pages on the left-hand 
side had adverts for local services, these are the front interior 
pages showing the times of performances and upcoming acts
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Photographs of Brighton Hippodrome Programmes, from The Keep Archives, Brighton
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History - Bingo Hall

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Hippodrome [Accessed 26/01/2020]

1897 - 1900

1966 

2020 - Disused 

2007 

1901

1910 

1928/32 

1902 

1964 

1967 - Converted to a 
Mecca Bingo Hall

2006 - Bingo Hall closes

1987 Interior
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Bingo Hall and Building Alterations

The building became a Bingo Hall (owned and run by MECCA) for 39 years but 
closed presumably due to the smoking ban1 

“MECCA BINGO - In 2007 one of Britain’s biggest bingo hall owners the Rank 
Group, announced that nine of their bingo halls will be closing due to the ban. 
These halls were Mecca Bingo branches all across England and Wales.
They said that the closures were in line with its aim of ‘improving the quality of its 
clubs’ ahead of the smoking ban that was being introduced that same year.”2

Looking at the existing drawings of the Hippodrome it can be seen that there is 
a large ventilation system that was installed on the roof (at the top of the dome) 
presumably to help with air flow due to the smoke, as Bingo Halls were a hotspot 
for smokers with one study showing that 63% of all bingo hall visitors smoked3.

Additionally the drawings include a mezzanine level, however, this level is above 
what is assumed to be the stage. The mezzanine was a new addition, added 
during in the building”s bingo era.
“In 1967, it was turned into a Mecca Bingo hall; the conversion work included 
the insertion of a raised floor above the stage and through the proscenium 
arch.”4

In photos from this time, and in the video footage showing the interior in January 
2019, the mezzanine seems to fit with the original style of the building. However, 
as it sits above the stage, it could not have been there when the Hippodrome 
was used as a theatre as it obstructs the stage and fly tower.

1 A smoking ban in England, making it illegal to smoke in all enclosed work places {including all indoor public 
places] in England, came into force on 1 July 2007 as a consequence of the Health Act 2006. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoking_ban_in_England
2 https://www.bingowebsites.org.uk/articles/impact-of-the-smoking-ban-on-bingo/
3 ibid.
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Hippodrome

Existing elevations 1:200
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The Hippodrome was one of Mecca Bingos first refurbishments and included 
“plush padded seats and an innovative stage set up”1  - Photo from 1968

1 https://bingophotos.co.uk/brighton-hippodrome-on-middle-st/

https://www.mybrightonandhove.org.uk/places/theatres/hippodrome-2/the-hippodrome-2
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One of the last sessions at the (Brighton Hippodrome) Mecca Bingo Hall 
in July 2006.1 The building closed in August 2006.2

1 https://www.mybrightonandhove.org.uk/places/theatres/hippodrome-2/the-hippodrome-2
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Hippodrome
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History - Present Day

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Hippodrome [Accessed 26/01/2020]

1897 - 1900

1966 

1967

2006

1901

1910 

1928/32 

1902 

1964 

2020 - Disused 
Awaiting Planning 

2007 - Out of Use 

Interior c. 2018
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-25809910 [Accessed 07/02/2020]

https://virtualplanit.wordpress.com/2014/07/22/brighton-hippodrome-cinema-plans-ap-
proved-by-council-2/ [Accessed 07/02/2020]

Initially submitted in December 
2013, the Vue Cinema Proposal 
included plans for an eight-screen 
cinema and four restaurants (in 
Hippodrome House). 
In an effort to retain some of 
the buildings history “the main 
auditorium [would be] fully 
restored, with a restaurant below 
the dome.” (as seen below)
The project is run by Alaska 
Development Consultants.

A video of the modelled interior can be 
found at https://vimeo.com/79475749 
created by VirtualPlanit, 2014

Vue Proposal

AMG (partnered with Live Nation) tried to revive the venue as a 
music venue (after it closed as a Bingo Hall in 2006) but reports 
seem to come to the conclusion that it was too expensive as 
extensive soundproofing and restoration work would be needed.

“Opponents to the plans include 
the Theatres Trust, which named the 
hippodrome as one of the UK’s top 
theatres at risk from being lost as a 
performance space.”
Trustee Penelope Keith said: “Plans for 
the cinema conversion come close to 
heritage destruction of a Grade II* listed 
building and there will be little chance of 
this wonderful theatre ever being used 
again for live performance.”

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
sussex-25809910
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Community Protests

The local community protested the development of the theatre into an 8-screen 
cinema, holding rallies outside the Theatre Royal, The Hippodrome, and the 
Council Offices.  The council, however, decided to vote for the development, 
saying that it was better than nothing. However, Vue Cinemas pulled out of the 
deal, once again leaving the Hippodrome empty and unused. The community 
group, Save Our Hippodrome, have worked to make sure that the Hippodrome 
can now only be developed with a continued use of the theatre space.

https://www.bright-
onandhovenews.
org/2018/11/20/
new-protections-for-
hippodrome-set-to-
be-agreed/ [Accessed 
07/04/2020]

https://www.
theargus.co.uk/
news/11640439.
fight-goes-on-after-hip-
podrome-develop-
ment-granted/
[Accessed 
07/02/2020]

https://www.bright-
onandhovenews.
org/2014/11/09/
campaigners-hold-rally-
in-brighton-to-try-to-
save-hippodrome/
[Accessed 
07/02/2020]

“Campaigners have successfully persuaded council officers to include a clause 
protecting [the Brighton Hippodrome] as part of the Old Town Conservation Area 
Management Plan – which all planning applications should adhere to barring 
exceptional circumstances.” 
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Latest News Regarding the 
Hippodrome: LCE Architects, working 
with Hipp Investments, put forward 
a proposal January 2019 but no 
further progress has been made.

Their proposal is for a multi-format 
performance space - where the 
existing auditorium space is - hosting 
a variety of cultural performances.

“As well as restoring the theatre 
the proposal includes a theatrically 
themed 74 bedroom boutique 
hotel and spa and 26 serviced 
apartments. [... and] encasing the 
existing domed roof of the venue in a 
rotund building that will house some 
of the apartments.”

https://www.lcearch.com/brighton-hippodrome-proposals-unveiled/
https://www.thestage.co.uk/news/2019/planned-designs-renovated-brighton-hippodrome-unveiled/

Recent Proposal

“The Hippodrome is an iconic 
building with an incredible past and, 
if left unchecked, will be lost to future 
generations who will never be able to 
appreciate its history and splendour. 
We hope to create a theatre that will 
become a cultural mainstay for the 
city for decades to come, in an area 
that is in dire need of regeneration” 
- Aized Sheikh 
Chief Executive, Hipp Investments
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1910

1949

1956

Visual Timeline
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Visual Timeline

2002

c. 2019

...?
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 Programme:
 URBAN HIKER 
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“of or in a city or town
relating to towns and cities”

urban
adjective

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/urban
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/hiker

“a person who goes for long walks, 
esp. in the countryside”

hiker
noun
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A tourist leaflet for Destination Hippodrome - an interactive walk 
through the Brighton Hippodrome - and the Urban Hiker trails.

Brighton
FacilitiesHistory of the Hippodrome

1966 - Re-opens as a 
Film and Television Studio

2020 - Disused 

2007 - Out of Use 

1901 - ‘The Hippodrome’ Circus 

1910 - Sold to the 
Variety Theatres Controlling Company 

(VTCC)

1928/32 - Became part of
Moss Empires

1967 - Converted to a 
Mecca Bingo Hall

2006 - Bingo Hall closes

1964 - Theatre closes

1897 - 1900
 ‘Real Ice Skating Rink’

1902 - Variety Theatre

2023-2028
Urban Hiker Trails are developed

starting with Brighton Station 

2030
Urban Hiker Scheme expands

Destination Hippodrome opens

The

Urban Hikers
come and explore 
Brighton in a way you 
never have before

Food and Drink
Pick up a drink or snack to give you energy on your 

journey

•

Cafe
Take a break and stop for a coffee in one of our floating 

cafés.

•

Meeting Place
Meet other hikers and visitors to Brighton

•

Gift Shop
Want to remember your trip to the Hippodrome? Find 

unique gifts in our on-site shop

•

Rest Point
Visit our seasonal exhibition and learn more about 

Brighton’s history
•

Rooftop View
Sit back and look out at the Sea and the South Coast

What’s on?
Learn about the different uses and the celebrities 
that walked through the building in our exhibition 

space.

Station

Hippodrome

MAIN TRAIL

LAINES TRAIL

HISTORY TRAIL

Destination

Travel across a suspended walkway into the Fly Tower and 
imagine the variety of performances that took place here as 
you gaze down at the stage.

Come on an journey through this 
historic building and learn about the 
people who once passed through this 
place. Enter on the second 
floor and follow the guided 

Visitor 
Information

Opening Times

Monday - Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10-3
10-5
11-2

Hippodrome

The Hippodrome has lain empty for the last 23 years 
and has fallen into disrepair. Experience the ruins of 
Brighton’s once beloved theatre from elevated platforms 

and floating pods. 

Reach the top of the 
Hippodrome and you will 
be rewarded with a view 
of the Brighton’s rooftops, 
and the sea! Can you spot 
all the landmarks?

Each trail starts at Brighton 
Station and end at the 
Hippodrome. Trails all take 
between 30-60 minutes to 
complete.

trail around the 
ruined building. 
Experience the 
Victorian Ice Rink, 
the Circus and 
more...

Reviews

“a wonderful old building with 
an amazing view of Brighton, 

and its landmarks!” 
- Jade, Southampton

Journey through history...

Tourist Leaflet
Destination Hippodrome

Fold
Cut
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“Urban hiking is based on the idea that the city can be as exciting – and 
strenuous – a place to go for a walk as hills or mountains.” - This is the 
experience I want to create with the Urban Hiker trails, creating elevated 
walkways to encourage tourists and locals alike to view the city and it’s 
landmarks from a different perspective, as well as create an invigorating 
alternative to travelling through the centre of Brighton. Destination Hippodrome 
will the be an end point to all three trails with a rewarding rooftop view, as if 
having reached the top of a hill at the end of a hike.

Urban Hiking

“Anja Phoenix, a mountain leader from Cumbria, has plotted a gentle 5km hike 
around Covent Garden, central London [starting] with a pulse-raising 193 steps 
up from the tube station. The trail is designed to reveal secret parts of the city: 
hidden passages, quiet courtyards and quirky finds, such as ... a pair of life-
sized ears on the wall in Floral Street. It is a great way to combine exercise with 
exploration.”

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/nov/07/one-thing-this-month-urban-walking-hiking
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“This circular Walk London route consists of 24 sections 
between Erith station and Purfleet. Taking the London 
LOOP is a great way to get to know London better. 
Made up of 24, mostly flat or gently sloping sections, 
its combination of beautiful open spaces like Hainault 
Forest Country Park and Bushy Park, [and] historic 
buildings makes this an enjoyable walk.”

London LOOP
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/walking/loop-walk



33

“This is a circular Walk London route and consists of 15 
sections between Woolwich and Becton District Park. 
The Capital Ring Walk offers you the chance to see some 
of London’s finest scenery. Divided into 15, easy-to-walk 
sections, it covers 78 miles (126KM) of open space, 
nature reserves, Sites of Specific Scientific Interest and 
more.”

Capital Ring Walk
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/walking/capital-ring
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The London Pedways were proposed 
by “architect Charles Holden and 
planner William Holford” in response 
to the need to rebuild the city after 
heavy bombing in world war two. 
The scheme was accepted in the 
60s but not properly defined and 
so was not integrated correctly into 
many new developments. By the 
1980s the scheme was scrapped 
and has left behind strange bridges 
and dead-end raised walkways.  As 
a scheme to connect the city via 
first-floor elevated platforms it had 
failed, leaving one or two successful 
developments such as the Barbican 
Estate

London Pedways

A 30 mile network was proposed in 1963

“The Highwalk at London Wall in 1962”

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/oct/02/walkways-in-the-sky-the-return-of-londons-forgotten-pedways

The New Pedway at London Wall c.2018
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Due to the redevelopment of the 
London Wall a new addition to 
the London Pedway has emerged. 
This design by Make Architects 
is much more successful than its 
predecessor as it learns from its 
mistakes. Pedways were initially 
proposed to separate pedestrians 
from the road were many motor 
accidents occurred, however people 
continued to walk at street level, 
due to convenience and the fact 
that many parts of the pedway were 
never completed. This new pedway 
re-imagines it as an alternative route 
of travel, and a pace to pause in the 
busy city. It weaves its way around 
the old church site it is situated on 
and gives elevated views of remains 
of the Roman London Wall.

“The ultimate City-wide plan will 
never be realised, but, more than 
50 years from its conception, these 
segments of pedway are being 
reincarnated in a more imaginative 
form than ever.”
- Oliver Wainwright, The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/oct/02/
walkways-in-the-sky-the-return-of-londons-forgotten-
pedways

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London_Pedway_Scheme
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/blog/2018/04/02/londons-pedways-are-back-and-theyre-magnificent/
https://londonist.com/london/history/pavements-in-the-sky-return-of-the-city-s-pedways
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The High Line in New York is a disused elevated railway now used as public green 
space throughout the Manhattan area. 

The railway was proposed for demolition since the 1980s but no action was 
taken until the new century; having been void of human interaction for a little 
over twenty year an array of wild plants had taken over the tracks. These wild 
plants became the catalyst for the design and adaptive reuse of the site. 
In 2009 the first section of the walkway opened to the public, featuring the old 
railway sleepers, a specially selected array of wild plants, and spaces for people 
to relax and view the city. The regeneration of the area proved successful and 
in 2019 the final part of the 1.45 mile long route was complete. The same year 
over 8 million visitors came to the High Line.

The project was such a success in bringing green spaces and community 
spaces back into the city that many others have been inspired to build their 
own. In London the Camden High Line (currently undergoing site appraisals and 
feasibility etc.) takes the same concept to transform a 1.2km long section of 
disused railway into green public space.

The High Line

“Believe it or not, the High Line was once destined for demolition. Luckily, the 
community rallied together to re-purpose it instead, creating the park you see 
today, for everyone to enjoy. It has since become a global inspiration for cities to 
transform unused industrial zones into dynamic public spaces.”
- https://www.thehighline.org/
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The vision for the design was to 
incorporate nature into the city, 
bring people and plants together 
in one space. There are now over 
500 species, including “perennials, 
grasses, shrubs, and trees”, which 
work through all four seasons.

“Landscape architecture firm James 
Corner Field Operations; design studio 
Diller Scofidio + Renfro; and planting 
designer Piet Oudolf were selected as 
the team to transform the High Line” in 
2004.

https://dsrny.com/project/the-high-line 
https://www.thehighline.org/history/
https://www.archdaily.com/550810/take-a-walk-on-the-high-line-with-iwan-baan

“The paving system consists of 
individual pre–cast concrete planks 
with open joints to encourage 
emergent growth like wild grass 
through cracks in the sidewalk. 
... creating a textured, “pathless” 
landscape where the public can 
meander in unscripted ways.”
- Diller Scofidio + Renfro

https://dsrny.com/project/the-high-line
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“The Camden Highline – a new 
public park, a 0.8km garden walk, 
18 metres wide, and 8 metres high, 
on a disused elevated railway line 
would create a new type of green 
infrastructure for walking and 
cycling, and link Camden Town to 
King’s Cross by a 10-minute walk. “

“Our mission is to transform the 
disused railway into a sustainable 
green space and transport link that 
is open for and used by everyone.
We’re improving rather than 
replacing. 
Where others may see dead space, 
we see limitless potential.
Rather than tearing down a structure 
to rebuild something completely 
new, we’re taking an existing space 
and re-imagining what it means for 
Camden.
The project that’s taking a green 
space to the next level.”

https://www.camdenhighline.com/
http://www.studioweave.com/projects/camden-
highline/

Camden High Line
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Millennium Dome, designed by 
architect Richard Rogers,  was 
built as an exhibition centre 
for the Millennium Experience 
which ran from 1st January 2000 
until 31st December 2000. The 
building itself is inspired by the 
passing of time and its location 
on the Greenwich Peninsula, 
where the Prime Meridian falls 
due west of the building. There 
are 12 support towers (yellow) 
to represent the months of the 
year and also “each hour on the 
clock face”. The dome is 365m in 
diameter, one meter for each day 
of the year. 

In 2002 AEG bought the site and redevelopment was undertaken to turn it into 
“an entertainment district including an indoor arena, a cinema, an exhibition 
space and bars and restaurants”. The new venue opened in 2007 and is now 
known as The O2. In 2012 a new experience was opened to the public - “Up 
at the O2 ... an expedition across the roof ... along a 190m long tensile fabric 
walkway ... provide[ing] 360° views of the city”. 
For my project the culmination of the Urban Hiker trails is Destination 
Hippodrome an interactive walk through the Hippodrome. Similar to the 
Millenium Experience, in that it celebrates the history of the site. The walk then 
protrudes through the domed roof of the building, providing views back across 
the city and of the sea, much like Up at the O2.

Millennium Dome

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/
mar/12/millennium-dome-experience-disaster-inside-
story-new-labour 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millennium_Dome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_O2
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millennium_Dome_Show

Millennium Experience

The centre 
of the dome 

featured a 
circus style 

performance 
with acrobats, 

a few even 
continued onto 

the Cirque du 
Soleil.

The show was performed 
99 times in the 1 year run 
of the Exhibition.

The space was split 
up into zones for the 
exhibition, the most 
successful of which was 
for the body. 
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https://doreymccall.co.uk/filter/Print/Up-at-The-O2
https://www.chrisandeve.co.uk/up-at-the-o2/up-at-the-o2-climbing-an-iconic-london-landmark
https://www.theo2.co.uk/up-at-the-o2/climb

Up At the O2
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The Sydney Harbour bridge 
(first opened in 1932) 
allows access for cars, 
bikes and pedestrians. 
However, since 1998, they 
launched BridgeClimb 
which allows visitors to 
climb the structure of the 
bridge, which boast views 
across the city and of the 
Sydney Opera House.

Sydney Harbour Bridge

https://www.bridgeclimb.com/climbs-prices
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BridgeClimb_Sydney

There are three different 
climbs each taking a slightly 
different route and ranging 
from 1.5hrs to 3.5hrs in 
length. Each climb includes 
a guided tour including 
facts about the city and the 
history of the bridge. Below:
Summit, Summit Express, 
and the Sampler climb data
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Hiking Stops

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/assets/doc/Explorer-25k-Legend-en.pdf

These are all the symbols on an ordnance survey map that indicate tourist or 
leisure points. When taking a hike, whether one you planned yourself or a trail 
already laid, you will probably come across these signs. It is interesting to see 
places along your journey and important to stop and rest sometimes.
Highlighted below are all the symbols that could be applied to Destination 
Hippodrome, or facilities that it should offer. 

These tourist walks and climbs differ from traditional hiking routes in many ways, 
mainly that the route is already laid out and there can be no ‘straying from the 
path’. The option to explore is part of what makes hiking so attractive. There are 
many places you can discover along your way - a unique old oak tree or a quaint 
pub, who knows where you’ll stop along the way.
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As well as just a walk, the Hippodrome should incorporate stopping points, and 
pints of interest for visitors. These spaces must be included in the design of the 
walkway

Tourist & Leisure Information

World Heritage site / area

Watersports centre (multi-activity)

Water activities (sailing)

Water activities (powered)

Water activities (paddle)

Water activities (board)

Walks or trails

Visitor centre

Viewpoint

Theme or pleasure park

Slipway

Recreation, leisure or sports centre

Public house(s)

Preserved railway

Picnic site

Phone; public, emergency

Park and ride, seasonal

Park and ride, all year

Parking

Other tourist feature

Nature reserve

National Trust

Museum

Mountain bike trail

Information centre, seasonal

Information centre

Horse riding

Historic Scotland

Heritage centre

Golf  course or links

Garden or arboretum

Fishing

English Heritage

Cycle trail

Cycle hire

Craft centre

Country park

Cathedral or abbey

Castle or fort

Caravan site

Camping and caravan site

Camp site

Cadw

Building of historic interest

Boat trips

Boat hire

Art gallery (notable / important)

Public toilets

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/25k-raster-legend.pdf

A full list of Map Symbols from Ordnance Survey
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Urban Hiker Trails:

The Urban Hiker trails are a series of elevated walkways 
that stretch over the city of Brighton, starting at the Station 
and ending at the Brighton Hippodrome. Due to the impact 
of climate change the number of tourists visiting the city 
has increased. Additionally more people are travelling via 
public transport and therefore entering the city from the 
train station. These walkways aim to give visitors a new 
experience of the city and to create a space away from 
the crowed streets of the city centre, whilst still allowing 
Brighton’s landmarks to be accessible.

The trails will end at the Hippodrome where visitors can 
then embark on the interactive journey and exhibition at 
Destination Hippodrome.
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“a path through an area of the 
countryside that is intended to 
attract the walker”s attention to 
interesting plants, animals, and 
other features”

nature trail
noun

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/nature-trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_trail

“An educational trail is a specially developed 
hiking trail or footpath that runs through the 
countryside, along which there are marked 
stations or stops next to points of natural, 
technological or cultural interest.”

educational trail
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Chapter 2
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Strategy:
 INTERVENTION  
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Destination Hippodrome:

The Hippodrome will be the final point an all Urban Hiker  
trails, it is an interactive walk through the building that 
highlights parts of the building’s history.
 
The scheme is intended to be semi-permanent and so any 
intervention must be inserted without leaving any traces 
on the existing building. The Urban Hiker scheme aims to 
raise money to restore the building - perhaps to a theatre 
or conference centre. 

The Urban Hiker scheme and Destination Hippodrome 
will become part of the History of the Hippodrome, with 
perhaps part of it making an impact on the building, 
becoming a permanent adaptation to the structure.
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Hedmark Museum
The Hedmark Museum at 
Hamar, Norway is an old 
Nordic trading site turned 
museum/ archaeological 
site/historic centre designed 
by architect Sverre Fehn.
A walkway has been built 
through the ruin, that guides 
visitors through the carefully 
placed exhibits.  
The walkway travels inside 
and outside the building to 
show the dig sites and other 
archaeological findings.
It has been carefully thought 
out to preserve the old and 
showcase the new.

Looking at how the new 
structure interacts with the 
old, I could apply the same 
principles to Destination 
Hippodrome. I have designed 
the route around the 
‘exhibits’, the parts of the 
building and its history that I 
want to showcase, much like 
this museum. 
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“The first of four temporal layers is the ruins of the Bishop”s 
fortress that become the base of the story. The second 
temporal layer, the ramp of the present, both runs through 

and lightly attaches itself to the 
old fortress, creating a bridging 

exhibition path.”

Hedmarksmuseet Hamar 

The first of four temporal layers is 
the ruins of the Bishops’ fortress that 
become the base of the story. The 
second temporal layer, the ramp of 
the present, both runs through and 
lightly attaches itself to the old 
fortress, creating a bridging
exhibition path.

Hedmarksmuseet Hamar 

The first of four temporal layers is 
the ruins of the Bishops’ fortress that 
become the base of the story. The 
second temporal layer, the ramp of 
the present, both runs through and 
lightly attaches itself to the old 
fortress, creating a bridging
exhibition path.
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“The largest items become nodes along the exhibition path. 
Fehn studied each object in order to understand the way 
it needed to be displayed. He creates appropriate display 
piece out of modern materials, always well crafted, but never 
overshadowing the artefact, a story between past and present.”

http://joshuamings.com/newsite/fehn/
http://joshuamings.com/newsite/files/Mings_fellowship_lecture.pdf

Hedmarksmuseet Hamar 

The largest items become nodes 
along the exhibition path. Fehn 
studied each object in order to 
understand the way it needed to be 
displayed. He creates an appropriate 
display piece out of modern materials, 
always well crafted, but never 
overshadowing the artifact, a story 
between past and present.

The material choices around the walkway changes as the it goes from interior to 
exterior, and this is something that I could consider for my proposal. The walkway 
itself is made of cast concrete, a solid and permanent form. This would not be 
a good choice for my proposal as I need to consider the impact on the existing 
building as the programme is a semi-permanent and the intent is to restore the 
Hippodrome through fundraising from the project .
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Courtyard Kindergarten
Courtyard Kindergarten is the design by MAD Architects for a school in Beijing 
due to be completed in 2019.

The highlight of the proposal is the rooftop walkway and play space on the roof 
of the building. There was not much recreational space as the surrounding 
buildings have historical importance, so to provide space for the children to play 
a roof-scape was designed with interesting entrances and exits to the building. 

The building is on the site of a traditional 1725 siheyuan courtyard, and the 
proposed design incorporates and protects the existing buildings. The “subtly 
undulating surface” of the roof floats across the new buildings, and “surrounds 
the historic courtyard”. The addition of this new roof surface joins together the 
old and the new as well as providing an alternative space for children and staff to 
enjoy.

“MAD’s design retains the 
authenticity of the original 
buildings, while allowing 
them to co-exist with one 
another, creating a new kind of 
interaction between them.”

- http://www.i-mad.com/work/courtyard-
kindergarten/?cid=4
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The walkway through the Hippodrome 
will connect different spaces around the 
building, relating to the history. It aims to 
insert a new structure that brings together 
the old and the new - to raise appreciation 
of the history in order to be able to restore it 
through donations. Just like the Courtyard 
Kindergarten it encompasses old and new by 
adding a floating structure/walkway.

https://www.dezeen.com/2018/11/29/mad-architects-courtyard-
kindergarten-beijing-china/
http://www.i-mad.com/work/courtyard-kindergarten/?cid=4

The addition of the roof 
as a use-able space, 
enables the interior 
spaces to be connected 
in different ways. It also 
allow for some fun a 
ways to interact with the 
building, for example 
one of the ways to get 
down from the roof is a 
curved slide.

The entrance and exit 
points create voids, for 
the courtyard spaces, 
and around existing 
trees. The surface forms 
“several small ‘hills’ and 
‘plains’ create[ing] a 
high and low terrain”
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Treetop Walkway - Kew

The Treetop Walkway at Kew Gardens was designed to give visitors a view of 
the trees. Surrounding the 18m high elevated walkway are carved sculptures 
describing how trees grow, and “an underground lab constructed to study the 
soil”. Climb up the 118 steps and “get closer to nature”, with views over the 
gardens and conservatory. There are a variety of species of trees that surround 
the walkway, to educate children and adults alike about the local ecosystem.

“Made from over 400 tonnes of 
weathered steel, the walkway’s rusted 
columns are designed to blend in with 
the natural environment.  Its subtle 
design creates an elevated path that is 
at ease with its surroundings, a gentle 
invitation to connect with nature.”

https://www.kew.org/kew-gardens/whats-in-the-
gardens/treetop-walkway [Accessed 27/03/2020]

https://marksbarfield.com/projects/kew-treetop-
walkway/ [Accessed 08/04/2020]
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Launched in 2008, and designed 
by Marks Barfield Architects, the 
walkway measures 200m long and 
is made up of 12 bridges and 10 
platforms. The distance between 
these platforms was determined by 
the Fibonacci sequence and radar 
surveys to determine where the roots 
of the nearby trees were.

Marks Barfield Architects have 
also designed the i360 and the 
London Eye as well as other unique 
structures that invite visitors to view 
the city from a different vantage 
point, which is what I hope to achieve 
with the Urban Hiker Trails and 
Destination Hippodrome.
The walkway also educates and 
includes visitors in the landscape of 
the site, similar to how my proposal 
aims to teach visitors about the 
history of the Hippodrome as well as 
include them in its future.

https://marksbarfield.com/projects/unique-experiences/ 
[Accessed 08/04/2020]

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/
pin/462674561715839390/ [Accessed 08/04/2020]
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 Iterations:
 URBAN HIKER 
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Existing Ground Floor Plan 1:200

First Floor Plan 1:200

Mezzanine plan 1:200

Roof Plan 1:200

Exisiting Second Floor Plan 

Existing Plans  and Sections 1:100

Existing Site Drawings of the Hippodrome 
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enter

exit

Brighton Station

Duration

Laines Trail

Main Trail

Ice Rink___

Circus___

Variety Theatre___

___Decline and Closure

___Bingo Hall

___Disuse and Protests

___Urban Hiker

purchase guide

Stop 1

Stop 1a

Stop 2
stage

Mini Exhibition

Mini Exhibition

Stop 3
orchestra pit

Stop 4
theatre seating

Stop 5
architecture

Cafe

Cafe to-go

Rest Point
water fountain

Rooftop Viewpoint
view of Brighton and the Sea

Lockers

Gift Shop
donation point

Stop 6
fly tower

Short Long Secondary Activity

Key

Destination Hippodrome
Timeline

orchestra pit

groung floor

first floor

m
ezzanine

second floor

dom
e/roof

1897 - 1900 
‘Real Ice Skating  Rink’ 

- image depicts 1890s skating fashion

1901
Circus

- renamed ‘The Hippodrome’
- image c. 1901

1902
Variety Theatre

- image from Sleeping Beaty Panto c.1954

1910
Variety Theatre

- sold to Variety Theatres Controlling 
Company (VTCC)
- image from 1910

1928/32
Variety Theatre

- became part of Moss Empires
- image from 1949

1964
Variety Theatre closes

- image from 1964 concert

1967
Bingo Hall

- image from 2002

2006
Bingo Hall closes

- community protests to restore the building 
to a theatre
- image from 2019

Urban Hiker : Destination Hippodrome

In 2023 work started to develop the Urban Hiker trails. The 
Hippodrome was seen as the ideal final point as it provides views out 

the the Pier and the sea. Ideally the building will be restored to a 
Theatre but in the meanwhile Destination Hippodrome sees that its 

varied history is preserved in an interactive and immersive installation. 
Now in 2030 funds are being raised to start renovations. 

Walkway Route

In this drawing I have mapped out the route of the walkway through the 
Hippodrome. It is ordered according to the time-line of the site and the 
corresponding spaces in the building. The additional stopping points are 
similar to those you might find on a traditional hiking route, a cafe (or 
pub), viewing points, and rest points (benches); as well as areas found in 
a museum (gift shop etc.). The drawing also shows the relative heights.
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These sketches show the thinking through the stopping points and what 
activities they need to encompass. The stopping points will be sections 
where the walkway expands and stretches outwards, so that these 
points are still connected to the physical structure of the walkway.
The next step is to situate them within the Hippodrome, where are they in 
regards to the existing building.

Material to Reference:
http://site.iugaza.edu.ps/uesawi/files/2015/04/The-Metric-Handbook-Architecture-must-have.pdf

Stopping Points
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Iteration 1

Taking the Ground Floor Plan I sketched out the path of someone walking 
through the Hippodrome as it currently exists - plotting together the 
key spaces that I had determined in my time-line drawing. In this first 
iteration I sketched in key spaces that were not in the ground floor to get 
an idea of the volume and overall route of the walkway. The numbers 
correspond to the Stops on the time-line drawing (previous page).

The entrance to the Hippodrome is 
from the North as mapped out on 
the Urban Hiker Trails (shown in the 
Tourist Leaflet - previous chapter)
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Iteration 2

Again using the Ground Floor Plan, I have mapped out a potential route 
but just showing the placement on the ground floor. Where the walkway 
would move away to a different level, or come back down, I have marked 
on the side what height or key space it vanishes to. With this iteration it 
starts to become clear that a key component of the design is the way it 
moves vertically (more than horizontally).
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Zones

Centre Circle

Stage

Theatre Seating

Fly Tower

Rooftop

In order to plan out the vertical 
route, I highlighted the key spaces 
that the walkway would travel 
through. These spaces relate back 
to the history of the Hippodrome, 
and are each at different heights in 
the building. 

From this analysis I was able to 
get a better understanding of the 
location of certain points of the 
walkway. I was then able to place 
the ‘entrances and exits’ to those 
spaces in the correct orientation to  
reveal the views and details of the 
building to potential visitors.

Zones:

(Lowest) Orchestra Pit/Centre Circle/Stage/Theatre 
Seating/Fly Tower/Main Staircases/Rooftop (Highest)

Ground FloorFirst Floor

Second Floor Roof

Section East - West

Section North - South
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Key Views

Sketches of the key moments or 
views that relate to the zones and 
where they cut through the building. 
The numbers refer back to the time-
line drawing and the different stops.
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Existing Site Model
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Model at scale 1:100
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Iteration 3 - Sketch Model
Using the zones as vertical dividers of the space I made a sketch model, cutting 
those key spaces out of card and connecting them with thread to map out the 
route of the walkway. Starting with the entrance from the Urban Hiker trails, going 
through the Hippodrome out onto the roof and then back down ad out of the main 
entrance it becomes easier to see the circulation of the walkway.
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The elevated walkway from the Urban Hiker Trails enters the building 
on the first floor from the northern direction. The walkway then takes 
a turn and weaves its way through time as the visitors explore the 

history of the Hippodrome.

Model at scale 1:200
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A close up of the central 
interior dome and the 
walkway

The highest point in the 
centre is on the rooftop 
(outside of the building)
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Using this model I will integrate the key moments/views to visualise 
the journey along the walkway and the view of the building.
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Chapter 3
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Systems and Materials:
 SYSMAT
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Please Be Seated
Designed for the London Design Festival, 
Please be Seated is an artwork and bench all in 
one. “It’s designed as a rippling wave of wood 
that rises up to form arches for people to walk 
through, and curves under to create spaces for 
people to sit, lie, and relax.”
Paul Cocksedge Studio designed the installation 
“which is made from 1,152 reclaimed 
scaffolding boards. Each one has been planed, 
sanded, and cut to become part of a series of 
huge curves and concentric circles.” 

http://www.paulcocksedgestudio.com/project#/please-be-seated/ [Accessed 27/03/2020]

Please Be Seated 
Broadgate, London, 2019

"Every single aspect 
of this is tailored to its 
environment as well as the 
function it serves," said 
Cocksedge.
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https://www.dezeen.com/2019/09/18/paul-cocksedge-please-be-seated-furniture-london/ 
[Accessed 07/04/2020]

The interior walkway through the Hippodrome that I have designed will curve 
in both plan and section, this precedent shows how I may be able to achieve 
that using scaffolding as the structure and timber as the skin. Additionally the 
Urban Hiker trails that are across the city, can be built with scaffolding as it can 
withstand weather conditions. Scaffolding is also suitable because of it’s semi-
permanent nature.
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The Hill House Box

https://www.carmodygroarke.com/hill-house/ [Accessed 27/03/2020]

The Hill House Box, Carmody Groake, Scotland, 2019

The Hill House Box, is a sort-of conservatory that encases The Hill House - “one 
of Charles Rennie Mackintosh’s most significant works”.

The house needs conservation work to restore and protect it from damp and is 
estimated to take 15years to complete. Rather than hide the historic building 
for that period of time, the solution of was to place a box over the building. 
Keeping it separate from the elements but still accessible to works and visitors. 
The structure is semi-permanent and will be taken down once the conservation 
works are complete.

“The new museum’s architectural identity is 
an abstracted garden pavilion whose walls are 
covered entirely with a stainless-steel chain-
mail mesh. ... This delicate enclosure also 
allows uninterrupted views, night-and-day, 
to-and-from the landscape to Mackintosh’s 
architectural icon. The cross-braced steel 
frame is designed to be grounded with 
minimum impact on the existing terraced-
garden landscape.”
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Additionally with -in the box there is an elevated walkway, - “which loops around 
and over the Hill House at high level.” - allowing visitors a view of the work in 
progress.

For Destination Hippodrome I aim to use the semi-permanence of the project 
to continue to view the historic site, whilst it is undergoing restoration work just 
as The Hill House Box allows for The Hill House itself. The walkway will need to 
be a temporary structure so that the it can become another part of its history; 
perhaps scaffolding is a good material choice as it is intended to be light -touch.
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Le Fresnoy Art Center
The existing buildings on the Le 
Fresnoy site - a 1920s leisure 
centre - were damaged but still 
had historical and spatial value. 
Bernard Tschumi’s proposal was to 
combine old and new and create 
spaces between and around the 
existing spaces.

The old spaces (included cinema, 
ballroom dancing, skating, and 
horseback riding) were turned into 
spaces for dance art, film, and 
chance encounters. 

A walkway travels around the 
buildings under a large roof, with 
transparent openings, connecting 
the large space and giving it a new 
programme.

This is similar to what I hope 
to achieve with Destination 
Hippodrome. A walkway throughout 
a dilapidated building, drawing 
on its history, and incorporating 
exhibition space. Ultimately the 
scheme will help to raise money 
to restore the building, which is 
where it differs from the Le Fresnoy 
Art Centre which is a permanent 
insertion - but perhaps some part 
of the walkway will remain as part of 
the buildings future history. 
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https://www.archiweb.cz/en/b/le-fresnoy-narodni-centrum-soucasneho-umeni [Accessed 24/04/2020]

“We could either demolish the parts that were 
most affected by time - among others, the 
beautiful vaulted hall to the south of the complex 
- and thus lose a large part of the magic of the 
site; or we could ... restore all parts that were 
weakened or susceptible to further deterioration; 
or we could radically protect the most spectacular 

parts of Fresnoy with a big roof”
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5%

 450
coping

6.17 External ramps, straight and dog-leg

4.03 Widths
These are determined according to type and intensity of use. One-
way travel requires a minimum width of 900 mm clear, whereas
two-way travel needs 1500 mm, 6.18 . Where turns occur at
landings adequate space for manoeuvring wheelchairs must be
provided.

4.04 Edges
Usually one or both sides of a ramp will be higher or lower than
adjacent ground. Where the side is lower than the ground, there
will be a bank or a retaining wall. The base of a bank will need
some form of kerbing.

Where the ramp is higher than adjacent ground, guarding will be
necessary. See Section 5 of this chapter for details.

4.05 Surfacing
The surfacing of the ramp depends on its slope and location. A
grassed ramp is suitable where the use is minimal and the slope is
gentle as in a garden. In an urban situation with steep slopes a
sealed surface of tarmac with chippings rolled in would be more
appropriate. On extreme slopes bricks or blocks can be used,
combined with drainage channels and gullies. A useful form of
surface is shown in 6.19.

Surfacings should have grip, with low kerbs (at least 50 mm
high) along the edges of ramps and landings for detection by
cane.

4.06 Drainage
Unless checked, rainwater will run rapidly down a ramp: landings
are used to break the flow. Gullies should be placed where they
will not cause problems to people or wheels. Linear drains are
helpful at the bottom of a ramp.

1500 clear
width min

6.18 Dimensional criteria for a two-way ramp for wheelchairs.
For one-way travel the minimum width is 900 mm

 

section

6.19 Diagonally rilled slabs can be used to pave a ramp
surface. This provides grip, and rainwater drains to the side

6.20 A perron, or stepped ramp. May be used where prams,
pushchairs and trolleys are expected but not suitable for most
wheelchair users

4.07 Ramped steps or perrons
These can be useful for long hills where a ramp would be too
steep. They are not suitable for wheelchairs. 50 mm risers can be
negotiated by prams and buggies. Allowing three paces on each
tread (2.2m) an overall gradient of 7 per cent can be achieved,
6.20.

5 HANDRAILS

5.01
Handrails should be provided to all stairways and ramps, and may
also be installed along paths to assist less mobile people. They are
important for safety, for support and for guidance of those with
visual difficulties.

In recreational settings, ropes with periodic knots have been
used as location devices enabling the visually impaired to enjoy
areas and places which were previously inaccessible.

Handrails should not be an afterthought, or seen purely as a
safety factor. It is preferable to provide handrails on both sides of
a stairway or ramp because some people have one-sided strength.
Extra-wide stairways should have centre railings no more than 6 m
apart.

The ends of railings should extend beyond the top and bottom
steps of stairways by 300 to 450 mm. They should be continuous
across intermediate landings and should be capable of supporting
114 kg of mass. Handrails should be easy and comfortable to grip,
6.21. There should be no sharp or protruding ends, edges or
fixings. When fixed to walls they can obtrude or be inset, 6.22.
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Building Regulations

pedestrians that use these paths must also be considered, 6.1.
Minimum requirements between walls or fences are shown in 6.2;
6.3 illustrates a path over open ground. Other situations are shown
in 6.4 to 6.6.

Pedestrians typically do not use the entire width of footpaths.
The edge adjacent to a kerbed roadway about 75 m wide tends to
be avoided, as is the 0.5 to 0.75 m width directly alongside a
building, 6.7. Only under conditions of congestion would these
edges be used.

Street furniture such as trees, bollards, direction signs, parking
meters, telephones, litter bins, fountains, sculpture and kiosks can
also reduce footpath effective width. They should preferably be
situated in the avoidance zones.

2.04 Slopes
6.8 and 6.9 provide longitudinal and cross-slope criteria for
footpaths under various circumstances. Longitudinal slope criteria
or gradients are based on user abilities and design objectives.
Cross-slope criteria are based on the need for positive drainage
(depending on paving material). Porous paving, for instance, does
not require as much of a cross-slope for drainage as does a non-
porous paving material.

2.05 Surfacing
The location of the footpath and its intensity of use will determine
the surfacing material and its thickness. Some paths are also
used for service vehicles and should be designed accordingly,
particularly the edge details. Several factors influence the

building kerb side
edge zone
zone

6.7 Zones avoided by pedestrians

6.8 Walking along a longitudinal slope: up to 3 per cent
preferred, generally 5 per cent maximum, 5–10 per cent
possible depending on climate. Between 5 per cent and 8 per
cent slopes are considered to be ramps

Landscape design 6-3

durability of paving materials; even high-quality materials can
wear out or disintegrate if subjected to extremes of heavy traffic or
inadequate maintenance. Surfacing irregularities should be
minimized.

Some footpaths or walkways are required to have high traction
ratings for safety use. Highly textured surfacings usually require
steeper slopes for drainage (i.e. 2 per cent minimum) but every
footpath must seek to achieve its design purpose in all weather
conditions. A multitude of design patterns is now possible with the
current wide range of unit pavers. Colour affects the degree to
which heat and light are absorbed or reflected, and requires
consideration.

The edges of a footpath play an extremely important part in both
its appearance and function. Flexible materials such as macadam
or sprayed chippings particularly need the support of an edging; so
do unit paving blocks and bricks.

2.06 Tactile warning strips
These are used to give advance notice to people with impaired
sight of abrupt grade changes, vehicular areas, dangerous exits,
pools or water fountains, and the like 6.10. They are recommended
at the top and bottom of steps and in front of doors that lead to
hazardous areas. However, such warnings should not be used at
emergency exits, as they can inhibit their proper use.

Street furniture, including trees, should be located within a
defined zone along the outer edge of walkways, leaving a clear
path without obstruction. A linear tactile warning strip can define
this zone. 6.11 shows a blind person using a white stick.

hazardous area
recessed grooves

915

direction of travel

6.9 Paths with cross-fall: 1 per cent minimum for drainage, 6.10 Tactile warning pavings. These have value as devices to
depending on material of finish; 2 per cent is typical, 3 per cent warn visually impaired people of hazards. They need to be in
maximum strips or areas large enough to be detectable

500mm 750mm

raised strips
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wall or fence

500 900 2200 3200 6.2 Pedestrians between walls or fences,
twisting single file double file three abreast minimum dimensions. Add 25 per cent for free

movement movement, prams, wheelchairs and bicycles

between cl of hedges

6.3 Narrow path across open space

between cl of clipped
hedge and herbaceous plants

max 700

200 1.4m 300

1.9m

6.4 Minimum path widths between low planting, but not suitable
for prams. Planting beds should be 600 mm wide for herbaceous
plants

between cl of hedges

6.5 Walking between clipped hedges with careful movement.
Planting beds should be 400 mm wide for clipped hedges

paving
or grass

6.6 Minimum dimensions for pedestrians between free-growing
shrubs. Where there are prams allow 3m between the centres of
planting

3m if stem is clean

4m if low foliage
path width 2.6m

three abreast 
wide enough for

1.2m 1m

200 300

400
900

between cl of clipped
hedqe and herbaceous plants

700 700 700

2.1m

700 1.8m 700

3.2m

700 1m 700 1m min 1m

2.7m
between cl of shrubs

2.4m

cl of trunks
at ground level
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The Metric 
Handbook (by 

David Adler)
contains data 

for building/
structural/

spatial 
regulations. 

For the walkway width it can 
be modelled on pedestrians - 
this diagram shows the width 
needed, increasing per person. 
The average walkway therefore 
is about 220mm wide.

For slopes the incline should be only 3% for it still to be considered a walkway, 
if it is between 5-8% it becomes a ramp. Since the walkway design is inspired 
by hikes and walking in nature where inclines are not designed this data will 
be important in varying the ramps and slopes in the vertical climb whilst still 
keeping them accessible.
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Space Planning

http://site.iugaza.edu.ps/uesawi/files/2015/04/The-Metric-Handbook-Architecture-must-have.pdf

The Urban Hiker trails and Destination Hippodrome are inspired by nature 
trails and aim to give the same extrapolative experience of walking in the 
woodland or fields to the city. In its design therefore the walkway should mimic 
the natural curves and alternating widths of a hiking trail. When planning the 
stopping points on the walkway these width can be used to give an appropriate 
measurement and mimic walking through shrubbery or coming upon a clearing.

6-2 Landscape design
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6.11 Visually impaired person walking. The Typhlo cane is
primarily used by those with limited vision. It will detect objects
only within a specific range. Nothing should project into a
pedestrian pathway above a height of 680 mm

3 STEPS

3.01
Steps provide great opportunities for creating character and drama;
good examples abound. They can be divided into three main
types:

Those steps which are sculptural as they have been literally
carved out of the ground: earth or rock
 Those which are part of an element or structure; a retaining wall
or a building – usually a plinth – eg the steps of St Paul’s,
London
 The cantilevered kind, sometimes no more than a ladder
between levels.

3.02 Design
The design and materials of steps should aim to reinforce the
character of their site. However, steps constitute a formidable
barrier and safety hazard for those with visual or mobility
impairment. Forty-four per cent of all accidents to visually
impaired people occur at level changes. Locate any unexpected
level changes out of the main line of pedestrian traffic.

Never have a single step in a walkway, except for kerbs.
Preferably, use flights of at least three steps; their presence should
be announced conspicuously, with visual and textural warnings at
the top and bottom.

3.03 Nosing and shadow line profiles
Shadow lines are often included in steps for reasons of appearance.
They can be hazardous if large enough to catch the toes of
pedes t r ians .  Nos ings  can  a l so  ca tch  toes  unless  they  a re
rounded.

6.12 shows various nosing and shadow line profiles some of
which are hazardous, particularly to disabled people, and are
therefore not recommended. The nose of each step should be easy
to see, not obscured by confusing surfacing patterns. Treads should
be visually distant from one another. Open treads and shadow line
recesses can cause tripping and should be used with discretion.

3.04 Tread/riser
The steepness of a flight of steps has a crucial influence on its
character. Outdoor scale makes it difficult to have a rule for the

these profiles are these profiles can be
considered relatively safe hazardous

6.12 Various tread profiles

open risers
catch toes
of shoes,
braces, etc.

tread/riser ratio, although some guidance can be provided. Interior
standards such as given in Chapter 2 should not be used externally;
steps with those ratios become precipitous when descending. Also,
people tend to move faster outdoors than they do indoors.

Inherent to a particular tread–riser ratio is the ease at which the
steps can be used in relation to the person’s natural pace and his or
her sense of rhythm, 6.13.

In dimensionally tight situations an appropriate tread–riser ratio
has to be determined that will allow a given number of steps
(includine landings if necessary) to fit the available space. Risers
for outdoor stairways should be a minimum of 112 mm, a
maximum of 175 mm.

Most examples show a more generous tread–riser than that
achieved by formula. The steps to the Acropolis in Athens are
494 mm tread (going) × 173 mm rise; the Spanish Steps in Rome
are 400 × 150 mm.

3.05 Surfacings
Textured materials are most suitable for treads as they provide a
grip in wet and icy weather. It is also an advantage if they are in

6.13 Stair height and landing proportions: at least two,
preferably three steps to be provided. Longer flights should
preferably be in multiples of five treads to alternate the feet.
Landings should be long enough to allow an easy cadence, at
least three strides. Longer landings should be in multiples of
1.5 m. The rise between landings should not exceed 1.5 m so
that the next landing is visible: greater heights are
psychologically uninviting. If it unavoidable, provide a landing
at least every 20 treads to minimise fatigue

•
•

•

685

150 150

pace
750

edges should be
chamfered

shadow lines
should be kept
to a minimumbeveled

shadowline
chamfered
edges

rounded
nosings

beveled riser

square nosings
catch toes of
shoes, braces,
etc.

recesses catch
toes of shoes,
braces, etc.
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a lighter colour than the risers, as the nosings will contrast with
their background.

3.06 Abutments
While many steps will have no abutments, others will have one or
two. In some instances they may be retaining walls, especially
where treads cannot fade away into adjoining ground. Where the
flight projects out from the slope or bank, the construction below
the treads should be carefully considered.

3.07 Landings
Long flights of steps are frightening and exhausting. Landings
should be provided after twelve to fourteen steps to provide a
pause or a change of direction. The height between stairway
landings is an important factor for psychological reasons as well as
for human endurance. The maximum should be 1.5 m for visual
coherence and invitation between adjacent levels. Lower heights
are preferred 6.14 and 6.15.

3.08 Landing widths
Landings should allow for the convenient movement of people,
especially for those who need assistance negotiating steps. Except
in the case of very wide steps, such as those in front of imposing
buildings, they should be at least as wide in both directions as the
flights they serve, and may be wider.

6.14 Seeing over the landing from the bottom of the flight of
steps

minimum width

6.15 Vertical height between landings should be minimised to
accommodate people with limited stamina. Note that the
minimum widths do not include the wall thicknesses

handrail
located
to project
beyond gutter

wall
face

gutter

section through tread at wall

tread with
nosing
projecting
beyond
gutter

gutter
plan

section through tread and riser

6.16 In areas of heavy rainfall and/or hard frosts, the treads to
a flight of steps might be given a slight backfall with tiny
gutters which themselves fall to larger gutters at the flight edge

3.09 Drainage
Surface water must be shed off steps as quickly as possible,
especially in winter, and treads should fall by at least 2 per cent. In
areas of heavy rainfall a detail such as shown in  6.16 could be
used.

Landings are needed to moderate the flow of water down stair
flights, and should incorporate gullies.

4 RAMPS

4.01 Pedestrian ramps
These are used to allow wheeled vehicles such as trolleys,
wheelchairs and buggies to change levels. The important criteria is
the angle of slope, the type of surfacing and the drainage of surface
water.

Ramps are essential for those who use wheelchairs. The angle of
slope may vary depending upon the location. A steep angle that is
satisfactory for a short length will be unacceptable for a longer
ramp. A zig-zag ramp which goes up a long bank needs to be
almost level at its bends; otherwise the gradients on the insides of
those bends will be very steep.

Ramps should have a landing at least every 9.0 m of length,
6.17. Visual and textural indications should be provided at top and
bottom.

4.02 Slopes
Outdoor ramps should generally be no steeper than 5 per cent;
when enclosed and protected the maximum gradient is 8.5 per
cent. Dropped kerbs are an exception, 12 per cent being acceptable
if the running distance less than 1 m.

1.5
maximum

1 2 3

textured pavement
10°
(460 mm)

plan view

(1.5 m)
minimum width

(3 m)

maximum stair height
(1.5m)

elevation
view

tread

2% fall
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Stairs

To connect the flat and sloping sections 
of walkway certain points will need 
stairs where the vertical distance to be 
travelled cannot be met with a slope or 
ramp. 

For all of there travel ways they cannot 
stretch for too long of a distance 
as the movement would become 
uncomfortable:
“Ramps should have a landing at least 
every 9.0m of length”
“Long flights of steps are frightening 
and exhausting. Landings should be 
provided after twelve to fourteen steps 
to provide a pause or a change of 
direction. “

Stairs should also not have too small or 
large a tread-riser or the rhythm of the 
walker will be out of sync. 
“for outdoor stairways should be a 
minimum of 112 mm, a maximum of 
175 mm. Most examples show a more 
generous tread–riser than that achieved 
by formula.”

http://site.iugaza.edu.ps/uesawi/files/2015/04/The-
Metric-Handbook-Architecture-must-have.pdf



83

Landscape design 6-7

25 to 30
diameter

25

6.21 Handrail profiles: preferred and deprecated. The preferred
profiles allow a secure and comfortable natural grip

6 in
(150mm)
min

3 in
(75mm)
min

6.22 Fixing handrails

6.24 A good park bench: from the GLC South Bank. Standard
length modules 1 m, 1.5 m, 2 m, 2.5 m and 3 m. Longer lengths
as special

SIDE VIEW

high back is important for support

450 max

750

6.25 Park bench seat, designed to suit people of limited
strength. Armrests and heelspace are especially important

6.23 Handrail heights

5.02 Height
Handrailing heights for outdoor steps and ramps range from 750 to
850 mm, 6.23. Below the top rail of handrailings there should be a
second rail at a height of 670 mm or lower for children and for
detection by cane users.

6 SEATING

6.01 Benches and other forms of outdoor seating
These are important. Reasons to sit vary widely, and many people
find it essential to find a readily available place to rest.

The placing should be carefully considered. Avoid situations
attractive to vagrants and alcoholics.

Benches should be designed for comfort. 6.24 i l lustrates
preferred height and the seating angle for outdoor benches.

Consider the needs of elderly and disabled people. Some, for 
provide heel space

example, require armrests when getting into or out of a seated
for ease of getting up

position. Heel space is necessary when rising from the seat, 6.26 Wall seating. Although wall heights can vary, they should
6.25. be designed for a range of users

25252525

38 40

90

3 in
(75 mm)
min

wall
surface
should be
smooth

inadequate
clearance

too wide

670 max

750-800

slats sanded finish
50 × 30 normal size hardwood

all steelwork
hot dip
galvanized
and painted

810

60 × 40 steel
tube leg set
into 18 mix
concrete
foundation all
in aggregate
20 max

50 × 12 steel
strip support
profile

400

760

provide
armrests
for ease in
getting up

provide
hell space
for ease in
getting up

400
minimum150

75 450-500

360 min

minimum
200

pitched surface
for drainage

460-560

Rest Points

“Benches should be designed for comfort.”

Measurements for max/min spaces around a cafe area
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second rail at a height of 670 mm or lower for children and for
detection by cane users.
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These are important. Reasons to sit vary widely, and many people
find it essential to find a readily available place to rest.
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example, require armrests when getting into or out of a seated
for ease of getting up

position. Heel space is necessary when rising from the seat, 6.26 Wall seating. Although wall heights can vary, they should
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Scaffolding

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scaffolding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tube_and_clamp_scaffold

Scaffolding is a temporary structure used 
on construction sites to provide access to 
maintenance, construction and other works by crew. 
There are five main types but I will be looking at 
tube and coupler. Initially made with timber joists, 
scaffolding has existed since 1913 with the change 
to tubular steel coming in1944 for use on postwar 
reconstruction works.
“Each type is made from several components which often include:
A base jack or plate which is a load-bearing base for the scaffold.
The standard, the upright component with connector joins.
The ledger, a horizontal brace.
The transom, a horizontal cross-section load-bearing component which holds 
the batten, board, or decking unit.
... Coupler, a fitting used to join components together.
Scaffold tie, used to tie in the scaffold to structures.
Brackets, used to extend the width of working platforms.”

Tube and coupler scaffold is made 
of steel or aluminium tubing with a 
standard diameter of 48.3 mm. Timber 
boards are used as the surface for 
workers to walk on at a maximum of 
3.9m long. 
“Couplers are the fittings which hold the 
tubes together. The most common are 
called scaffold couplers, and there are 
three basic types: right-angle couplers, 
putlog couplers and swivel couplers.”

By Warburg - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.
wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15732320

Because it is a kit of parts scaffolding can be easily 
taken apart and put together. This means it is 
relatively sustainable as it can be re-used multiple 
times, there for the life cycle of a ‘set’ of scaffolding 
is quite long.
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https://www.avontus.co.uk/blog/major-types-of-scaffolding-in-construction/

Scaffolding allows for limited or light-weight connections to the existing 
building. Below are examples of other ways of supporting platforms 

without leaving marks on the building.

Mast Scaffolding consists of structures 
fixed to the ground and a platform that 
can be adjusted up and down on the 
mast structures. They require a limited 
amount of space at ground level and 
can range in height.

Suspended Scaffolding is a platform 
that is held up on a cable system 
and can be adjusted. They are used 
on tall buildings and structures that 
need a light-touch solution.

Suspended Scaffold System
To lower the environmental 

impact the Destination 
Hippodrome walkway could be 

made from recycled scaffolding.
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Materials

https://oma.eu/projects/kunsthal
http://www.elefantgratings.com/technical-downloads/design/specifying-and-ordering/

OMa have designed a 
staircase and landing in 
the Kunsthal, Rotterdam 
made from elefant grille, 
a metal grill flooring 
generally used for fire 
escapes and industrial 
structures. In the art 
gallery however it offers 
visitors a glimpse of 
the art below their feet 
through the grid gaps. 

The idea of partially revealing spaces 
or having them always be partially 
visible is intriguing. Taking an industrial 
material and applying it to my walkway 
in a historic building is a playful way to 
further encourage people to look at the 
building in a different light.

Elefant Grill is made from steel or 
aluminum and can carry a weight of 
100kg (max.) per panel.
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Material Manipulation
 SYSMAT
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Testing
Looking at the connection between the proposition and the existing and the 
forms/voids that would form between the walkway and the interior of the 
Hippodrome I made some careful sketches testing out the form of the walkway 
to determine what point might touch the building.
To create the form of the curved walkway, I used parabolic curves. Inspired by 
the use of the Fibonacci sequence in the design of the Kew Garden’s Treetop 
walk I wanted to use a precise form that could give the shape of a hill or undulate 
like a hike in nature.

Parabolic curves are created by taking a right angle and them connecting 
diagonal lines between the frame at equal intervals. The overlap of the straight 
lines forms a perfect mathematical curve. If you vary the angle you get a different 
size and shape parabola. I used angles of 30, 45, and 60 degrees. Additionally 
parabolas can be created using the same method with a circle but connecting 
lines in a clockwise or anti-clockwise fashion.
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I overlaid the curves and traced them over the floor plan and a rough 
layout of the walkway to create curved forms. These spaces are not 
measured but fill the void of the Hippodrome in an interesting way. 
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Parabolic Curves
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Ground Floor 1:200

First Floor 1:200

Second Floor 1:200

Roof1:200

Ground Floor

First Floor 
(Seating Level)

Second Floor  
(Fly Tower Level)

Rooftop

Parabolic Testing - Vectorworks

I will continue these 
investigations using 
the building regulation 
measurements
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Ground Floor 1:200

First Floor 1:200

Second Floor 1:200

Roof1:200
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The aim of this testing with parabolic curves 
was to refine the form of the pathway. The 
iteration tests in the previous chapter plotted 
the route through the building but did not 
define the form. 

With inspiration from nature and hiking I 
wanted to use organic forms for the walkway, as 
well as alluding to the circular route it takes. 

I chose parabolic curves as they are made up 
of straight elements and if certain materials 
or systems cannot be build to specific curved 
forms then the parabolic curve can be broken 
down into the individual small straight sections, 
but still present as a smooth curve. 

This testing has shown that using parabolic 
curves gives forms that are not exactly parallel, 
giving the walkway less of a sterile feel, and 
again connecting back to harmonious imperfect 
forms of nature.

With precise measurements, and defining 
specific locations the parabolic curve method 
can be used to connect these with node points 
where regulations must be met.

The next step will be to use this method in the 
final iteration of drawings along with building 
regulations and measured plotting.

Testing Outcome
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